Riding with the FANY Gang

by Bob L.

The "Great Big FANY Ride", with a cute little pink piggy as its logo, biked 

across NY state from Niagra Falls to Albany. Although not a fund raiser, the 

Fireman’s Association State of New York benefits from any excess funds. From 

Syracuse Bill, Marge, Jana (borrowed from Seattle), Jane and Bob had a fun ride 

across NY state. You get to know every one of the FANY Gang with only fifty 

riders. The nightly chat session under the shade of the tent is a highlight. 

Each bike tour has an individual taste and FANY Ride has a flavor all its own. 

What ingredients were stirred in to create that flavor?

Fun, Primary ingredient - The Piggy always had a smile. It set the base for the 

other ingredients even when - How many tire problems did Jim and Mary have?

Meaningful - From time to time you think of those Firefighters out there 

protecting us and our homes every day. And in some very small way we were 

expressing our support for their efforts.

Serious - averaging over 70 miles per day qualifies as serious. Gotta do your 

homework. Like Karen the chief Piggy says: "Get the miles in." Your bike needs 

to be in shape as well. 

Humbling - What do you mean my body can’t handle sleeping on the ground? Not 

even on my pathetic little pad? Did Richard really have the mattress from his 

water bed?

Rewarding - Pedaling around that bend, looking up to see Albany’s buildings 

coming into view! Awesome! What a kick. Gear down a couple and pedal right up 

State St, past the State House, around in front of the Egg to the new Fireman’s 

monument. There on the wall of honor behind the monument are the names of New 

York’s fallen firefighters.

Inspiring - Enjoying the beauty with which God blessed NY state. Cycling north 

along the Niagra River through Lewiston and Youngstown; Along the shores of Lake 

Ontario; Through the Finger Lakes; Into the Adirondacks; Along the Sacandaga 

River.

Educational - Jane and I stood on a bench in Auburn for 45 minutes reading all 

about Harriet Tubman til the rain let up. 

Art - The Merry-Go-Round players performed "Alice In Wonderland" for us in 

Waterloo. 

Hospitality - the groups who prepared pasta dinners for us: Fireman Exempts in 

Brockport, School groups at Rome Catholic and Schulerville.

Personal - The human ingredient: Jeff, our Daily News connection. When’s it 

gonna cool off, Jeff? Melissa and cousin Carl. Happy Birthday, Melissa. Do you 

know Carl and I came from the same hospital? David and his recumbent. Karlo and 

Paula the cute young couple on their flying tandem. Are you sure that stoker 

weighs enough to give blood? Thor. Probably the strongest rider and so 

thoughtful. I think he rode with everybody. The Ohio teachers, climbing Rome 

Catholic’s goal post to dry their tent. Don, a solid rider and our friend from 

last year’s Nova Scotia ride. Ed and Jane who shared their snacks nightly under 

the FANNY tent. Jamie, the runaway winner of the Helmet contest with his 

birthday cake complete with burning candles. Ellen, the queen of Massachusetts. 

Firooz and Gloria - Did they really set up their tent inside the Gym? Richard 

who refused to give up his luxury. And who do we credit with teaching us Bocce?

Travel - The wonderful AMTRAK train ride back to Syracuse.

So stir in all these ingredients simmer for a very long time and you have the 

special flavor of FANY RIDE. 

On the net Fanyride.com gets you the info to help you plan for next year’s ride.
